COMM 225: Internet Journalism

Fall 2012, Belanger
Banner collaboration: Dressing your blog to impress
Final deadline: Monday, Sept. 24
Sure, you know how money you are. And, yeah, it’s clear that you’re the next big thing on the Internet. But what good is a racecar without the wheels? 

As a result, it’s imperative that your blog is not only informative, accurate and entertaining (when appropriate), but also that it looks professional and attractive.
Your job over the course of the next several class periods is to collaborate with an assigned partner from Dr. Ruth West’s ARTS 203 Desktop Design class to create and publish a customized blog banner on your new blog. You will be in charge of working alongside your partner, whose job it will be to combine your creativity and input with their creativity and technological know-how, with the end result of having a fancy schmancy blog banner that is unique to only your blog.
Timeline for this assignment:
Wednesday, 9/12
· Present your concise statement of blog purpose to the class and instructor. This statement should not only explain what you plan on covering but how you plan on covering it. Will it be serious? Light-hearted? A combination of both? (Be sure your tone keeps with the genre you’ve chosen.) Also, be sure to include a few words about the way you envision your aesthetic. Will there be photos on your banner? Of you? If not you, of what? Find two websites whose design and layout you like and list them.
· Read the following for homework:

http://www.webdesignerdepot.com/2009/10/blog-headers-20-great-examples-and-best-practices/

http://meetstaci.com/photos-for-your-blog
· Contact your ARTS 203 counterpart with whom you will be collaborating to design your blog banner. (It is up to you to make contact. Fall asleep at your own discretion.)
Monday, 9/17
· Before class, turn in a 250-300 word typed statement explaining the communication you’ve had with your partner. What was the nature and frequency of your communication? (In person? Email? Phone?) What specifically did you talk about? What questions were you asked? What did you ask of them? What are your expectations for your banner? Do you have any concerns?
· You will be receiving 2 options for your banner from your collaborating partner by Tuesday.
· In-class, critiques of the banners you’ve been sent. Send back written feedback to your collaborating partner by the end of class.

Wednesday, 9/19
· Class meets and walks to Red Lab in Blake (Computer Graphics Lab)
· Final banner sent back to you.
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Monday, 9/24
· Banners must be added to your blogs by the time class begins.
Assessment:
· As with any collaboration assignment, evaluation and assessment is a sticky subject. In this particular case, you will be assessed using the following checklist:

· Did you meet each of the working deadlines prescribed in the timeline above?

· Did you submit your two written statements (your blog purpose due 9/12, and the statement of communication due 9/17)?

· Was your banner uploaded and published on time?
